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A Rescaling Perspective on Rural Transformation in China: An Analytical
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Abstract: Against the backdrop of rapid urbanization, rural China is undergoing pro-
found functional transformations that urgently requirs new theoretical perspectives be-
yond traditional narratives. This paper introduces rescaling theory, which was devel-
oped in the context of Western globalization, and systematically examines its value
and limitations for understanding rural transformation processes in China. While this
theory is effective in explaining the dynamic reorganization of cross-scale power,
capital, and social relations, its market-economy origins and macro-descriptive tenden-
cies pose challenges when applied to the functional transformations in rural China.
Specifically, it faces theoretical adaptability challenges due to institutional contexts,
as well as operational challenges arising from scale shifts. To this end, this paper
attempts to explore the key challenges faced by this theory in the context of rural
functional transformation in China. It integrates the theory into an analytical frame-
work for rescaling in rural China based on the triple dimensions of "power—capital—
society". The framework aims to reveal how external forces and endogenous struc-
tures collectively shape rural spaces through scale gaming and embeddedness in the

course of rural transformation.
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Fig.1 An analytical framework for rescaling in rural China
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